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Florida Police Chiefs Association

Quality Law Enforcement for the Sunshine State

November 3, 2008

The Honorable Charlie Crist
The Capitol
Tallahassee, FL. 32399

Dear Governor Crist:

The Florida Police Chiefs Association understands that current fiscal constraints have caused
agencies to reevaluate staffing and deployment of resources. Although we understand that tough
economic choices must be made, we must express our strong objection to any consideration of a
language change to Florida Statue 948.06 mandating that police provide transport services for
Probation and Parole offices. Such a change will place an additional burden on local law
enforcement that can have serious consequences.

While some agencies have conducted limited transports for parole and probation offices in the
past, this practice has been curtailed for some time because of the staffing issues departments now
face. Mandating such transports will adversely impact all agencies statewide especially smaller
agencies that can’t possibly absorb this responsibility without compromising their ability to meet
their community’s pubic safety needs.

It is undeniable that the passage of Amendment One has already resulted in decreased public
safety staffing and resources. Additional unfunded mandates such as a requirement for police
officers to supply transport services for Probation and Parole offices throughout the State will
divert critical resources away from already depleted police patrols for significant amounts of
time. Such a mandate will result in large gaps in police coverage that will create a threat to the
safety and welfare of the residents of our communities.

It is for these reasons and many more that the 787 members of the Florida Police Chiefs
Association adamantly oppose a change in the language of F. S. 948.06 requiring local law

enforcement to transport parole and probation violators.

We thank you for your efforts during this challenging time and reaffirm our steadfast
commitment to assist in all matters of mutual concern and interest.

Sincerely,

| et M/ (ereadon /QL

President, Florida Police Chiefs Association

GMM/am

cc: Lori Sellers Rowe, Deputy Chief of Staff
Randy Ball, Policy Coordinator
Michael Manguso, Policy Chief
FPCA Board of Directors
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